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IN RECOGNITION OF CAPE COD 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND 
TURNING MILL ENERGY 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 12, 2012 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Cape Cod Community College and 
Turning Mill Energy, Inc., as they enter into a 
unique partnership furthering green energy ini-
tiatives on Cape Cod. 

Turning Mill Energy is a locally-owned small 
business that focuses on research and devel-
opment in the renewable energy field. Having 
expanded from its roots as a telecommuni-
cations company, Turning Mill Energy has be-
come an exemplar of a successful Cape Cod 
small business, employing only local Massa-
chusetts citizens. After taking notice of Turning 
Mill Energy’s success, Dr. John Cox, president 
of Cape Cod Community College, proposed a 
unique collaboration into which, he believed, 
the College and the company should enter. 
Under this proposal, Turning Mill Energy 
would be given space to continue their re-
search and development with students, as well 
as the opportunity to design, install, and test 
new solar carports on the Cape Cod campus. 
In return, the College would see approximately 
a 20% reduction in its electricity expenses fol-
lowing the completion of these solar carports. 
The College and Turning Mill Energy will be 
officially unveiling these new solar carports to-
gether this December. 

It is truly inspiring to see an educational in-
stitution collaborate with a private enterprise in 
order to advance the cause of renewable en-
ergy. Finding cleaner sources of energy 
should be a national priority, and I am proud 
that such important strides are being made on 
Cape Cod. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Cape Cod Community College and Turning 
Mill Energy, Inc., as they work together to sup-
port research and development of alternative 
sources of energy. I ask that my colleagues 
join me in thanking the College and the com-
pany for supporting such an important re-
search initiative, and in congratulating them 
upon the official unveiling of their hard work 
this December. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LOIS NOLAN 
‘‘PAULINE’’ LARSON 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 12, 2012 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
Thoreau famously said most men lead lives of 
quiet desperation. My mother led a life of quiet 
inspiration. Thousands gave witness to that 
and stood in line for more than three hours to 
pay their final respects to Lois Nolan Larson, 

affectionately known as Pauline. My family 
was deeply touched by the outpouring of the 
community. It was a great tribute to my moth-
er’s lifetime commitment to her community. 
Several kind statements of appreciation were 
made by elected officials—from the President 
of the United States to the Governor of our 
state; from Senators to House Leaders in 
Congress and members of the Connecticut 
General Assembly. It was, however, two arti-
cles—one by Tom Condon of The Hartford 
Courant, the other by Bill Doak of our home-
town paper, The East Hartford Gazette, that 
captured the sentiment, feeling and apprecia-
tion of an everyday mom who gave to her 
community and set an example to emulate. 
The following are those two articles: 

[The Hartford Courant, Oct. 12, 2012] 
EAST HARTFORD MOTHER LEFT LEGACY OF 

INVOLVEMENT AND ACTION 
(By Tom Condon) 

Democracy works because good people give 
their time and get involved. At the munic-
ipal level, few epitomized the ethic of par-
ticipation quite like Lois Pauline Nolan Lar-
son of East Hartford, who died this week at 
87. 

For decades starting in the 1960s, Mrs. Lar-
son, known to all as Pauline, served the town 
in most of the ways it is possible to serve. 
She was a member of the town council and 
the Democratic town committee, on which 
she served as vice chairwoman and treasurer. 
She served on the town’s parks and visiting 
nurse association boards and the cemetery 
commission. The community center in the 
Mayberry Village neighborhood where she 
lived is named in her honor. 

She volunteered her time while she and her 
husband were raising eight children, and 
while she was battling multiple sclerosis. 
She inspired two of her children to go into 
public life. Her son Timothy Larson was 
mayor of East Hartford for eight years and is 
now a state representative. Her son John 
Larson is the seven-term U.S. representative 
from the 1st District. 

John Larson spoke of his mother’s battle 
with declining health in a televised speech at 
the recent Democratic National Convention, 
and how she wanted not to be a burden to her 
family. ‘‘Mom, you’re not a burden,’’ Larson 
told the convention crowd. ‘‘You’re an inspi-
ration.’’ 

Many in East Hartford nodded. 

[From The Gazette, Oct. 18, 2012] 
LOIS ‘‘PAULINE’’ NOLAN LARSON: FAMILY, 
POLITICS AND MAYBERRY WERE HER LIFE 

(By Bill Doak) 
Lois Nolan ‘‘Pauline’’ Larson, one of the 

stalwart mothers of Mayberry Village and an 
influential leader in East Hartford political 
circles, passed away Wednesday, October 10 
with her family by her side. 

She is the mother of United States Con-
gressman John Larson, and former mayor 
and State Representative Timothy D. Larson 
of the 11th Assembly District. 

Sunday night a line of mourners waited for 
up to three hours outside D’Esopo’s East 
Hartford Chapel on Carter Street. Monday 
for Pauline Larson’s funeral in St. Isaac 
Jogues Church Connecticut Governor Dannel 
Malloy, US Senators Joseph Lieberman and 

Richard Blumenthal and Congresswoman 
Rosa DeLauro were among the hundreds at-
tending a Mass presided over by four priests 
from the local and state diocese. 

Her daughters read a touching poem that, 
they said, reminded them of their mother. 

Congressman Larson reflected on the influ-
ence his mother and father had and their 
love for one another, reunited at last. Ray-
mond Larson died 24 years earlier. 

‘‘The first thing my father would say 
would be ‘you’re late’, said the Congressman. 
He thanked the many people for their pa-
tience at the funeral home and those who 
made a difference, caring for his mother dur-
ing the later years of her life as she battled 
Multiple Sclerosis and dementia. In par-
ticular he thanked his brother, David, who 
served as his mother’s companion and care-
giver at the family home on Chandler Street 
until the decision was made to care for her 
at Riverside Healthcare Center. 

‘‘Why,’ my sisters would ask, does she have 
to go through all this? Why does she have to 
suffer so?’ The answer always came back 
from her caregivers, ‘Why? She’s here to be 
with us.’’ 

Lois Pauline Nolan Larson died peacefully 
on October 10, 2012 at Riverside Health and 
Rehabilitation Center in East Hartford, sur-
rounded by her loving family. 

Born on April 9, 1925 to the late L. Edward 
and Carrie Mae (Douglas) Nolan, she was 
raised in East Hartford where she was a 
member of the East Hartford High School 
Class of 1942 and the National Honor Society. 
In 1945, she married her high school sweet-
heart, Raymond E. ‘‘Archie’’ Larson, who 
predeceased her in 1988. 

She worked during WWII at Pratt & Whit-
ney then worked part time at the Travelers 
and various other jobs while her children 
were young, then full time at several compa-
nies including Thomas E. Toomey and the 
State Capitol. In addition to her family, she 
loved her community and the Democratic 
Party. 

She was very active in many civic and 
community organizations, including the 
Board of the East Hartford Visiting Nurses 
and the Mayberry Village Revitalization As-
sociation. 

She served for many years on the Federa-
tion of Democratic Women and the Demo-
cratic Town Committee, including as Vice 
Chair. Pauline was among the first women 
elected to the East Hartford Town Council. 

While she always felt others were more de-
serving, Pauline received countless awards 
and honors for her community service, in-
cluding the naming of the Lois Nolan Larson 
Community Center in her beloved Mayberry 
Village. Pauline’s greatest attribute was the 
love she gave not just to her family, but to 
everyone she came in contact with. She 
made everyone feel as though they were the 
most important person to her and nothing 
mattered more to her than what mattered to 
them. Her caring spirit was a gift to her chil-
dren and their friends, who were always wel-
come at the ‘‘brick mansion’’ at 10 Chandler. 

Pauline was predeceased by her sister, El-
eanor Nolan Elton. 

She leaves behind her eight children and 
their spouses: Sharon and Kenneth Fitz-
gerald, John and Leslie Larson, Daniel and 
Dorothy Larson, Christopher and Eileen Lar-
son, Linnea and Edward Bennell, David Lar-
son, Marylou and Raymond Onidi and Tim-
othy and Nancy Larson; 18 grandchildren: 
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Maura Downes and Tim, Sean Fitzgerald, 
Megan Hurlburt and Tyler, Carolyn, Laura 
and Raymond Larson, Eric Larson and Sue, 
Glenn, Jeffrey and Deborah Larson, 
Samantha Jeter, and Jon, Cori Larson, Joe 
Bennell and Natasha, Chaim Bennell, Gina 
and Nickolas Onidi, and Matthew and 
Arianna Larson; and 11 adored great-grand-
children; she also leaves an niece, Candace 
Bryan, and nephew Brian Elton; and several 
cousins and extended family members. 
Pauline’s family extends a very special 
thanks to Dr. Roy Zagieboylo, Karen 
Chadderton and the entire staff at Riverside 
who took such loving care of her, especially 
Delanney, Kathy, Charmaine, Janet, and 
Maria and many other who treated her with 
compassion and dignity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVE ROBERTSON 
ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 12, 2012 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize and commend David J. Rob-
ertson on the occasion of his retirement from 
the Metropolitan Washington Council of Gov-
ernments, where he has served with distinc-
tion for the past 26 years, culminating in his 
appointment as executive director a decade 
ago. 

The Council of Governments functions as 
the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the 
National Capital Region, and it is comprised of 
21 regional governments representing Virginia, 
Maryland and the District of Columbia. COG 
and its leadership play a key role in coordi-
nating the regional response on issues rang-
ing from Chesapeake Bay preservation to af-
fordable housing and from homeland security 
to transportation planning. Those activities are 
financed by the member jurisdictions, federal 
and state grants, and private sector funds. 

Dave has been a mainstay at COG, where 
he began as a regional planner in 1986. 
Throughout his tenure, Dave has held a series 
of roles, both technical and managerial, and 
prior to being named executive director, he 
was head of COG’s Department of Human 
Services, Planning and Public Safety. In a re-
gion with overlapping local, state, and federal 
interests and competition, Dave has proven 
adept at keeping the organization’s staff and 
membership focused on the mission of ad-
dressing our shared challenges to improve the 
lives of our collective constituents. 

It was my great pleasure to serve on the 
GOC board of directors while I was a member 
of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. I 
also chaired the COG board in 2000 and col-
laborated with Dave on a number of projects, 
including my initiative to increase telework 
among the regional governments. In addition, 
I chaired COG’s Emergency Preparedness 
Council, where Dave was instrumental in co-
ordinating response and preparedness efforts 
not only among the local governments, but 
also with the states and the federal govern-
ment, which is no small task as each major 
weather incident or natural disaster reminds 
us. 

In addition to his role at COG, Dave also 
served on a number of regional organizations, 

including the American Red Cross of the Na-
tional Capital Region, the Greater Washington 
Board of Trade, the American Planning Asso-
ciation, the International City/County Manage-
ment Association, and the Washington Region 
for Justice and Inclusion. 

Prior to his tenure with COG, Dave worked 
for the National Association of Home Builders 
and former member of Congress David Bonior 
of Michigan. He received a Master of Urban 
Planning degree from George Washington 
University, and also holds a Bachelor’s degree 
from Wayne State University in Detroit, Michi-
gan. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Dave Robertson on his many 
accomplishments and thanking him for his tre-
mendous service to the Council of Govern-
ments and the National Capital Region. 
Thanks to Dave’s leadership, we spent more 
time focusing on those challenges that unite, 
rather than divide us, and that continues to 
serve as a lesson for us all to follow. We wish 
Dave the best of luck in his future endeavors. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MIKE TYNER 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 12, 2012 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Mike Tyner, a remark-
able young man who died tragically last year. 
Mike was a field crew leader for the Ventana 
Wildlife Society’s California Condor Reintro-
duction Program. During a powerful wind 
storm on November 30th, 2011, a falling tree 
branch struck and killed Mike when he was in 
the field in Big Sur, California, to ensure the 
safety of a newly released endangered con-
dor. He was just 35 years old. 

Mike graduated from California Polytechnic 
University San Luis Obispo with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Ecology and Systematic Bi-
ology. He lived a life of accomplishment, serv-
ing as a research assistant at Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo and a volunteer for the USDA 
Forest Service. He joined the Ventana Wildlife 
Society in 2002, studying songbirds along the 
Carmel River and conducting surveys for 
Spotted Owls in the Big Sur backcountry. He 
also achieved success in his work as an orni-
thologist, botanist, and a desert biological 
monitor. 

In 2006, Mike began working full-time on 
Ventana Wildlife Society’s California Condor 
Recovery program. He quickly rose to the po-
sition of field crew leader. Mike was dedicated 
to protecting condors, even in the most chal-
lenging conditions. During the 2008 Big Sur 
wildfire, Mike and his team safely rescued 
seven captive condors that were held in a field 
pen in the fire’s path. Thanks in large part to 
Mike’s efforts, all biologists and condors were 
brought to safety. Releasing a young condor 
into the wild was not only Mike’s last act of 
service to our earth community, but it was an 
act that captured the essence of Mike’s leg-
acy. 

Mike is survived by his loving mother, 
Nancy Ann Tyner; three sisters, Theresa Ann 
Guire, Mary Cynthia Clayton, and Kathleen 
Julie Morgan; two brothers, Timothy Gordon 
Skeens and John Eric Skeens; and his many 
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in 
death by his father, Jack Lue Tyner. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to rise today to 
honor the memory of Mike Tyner. Mike gave 
his life to help endangered species flourish, 
and his life is a reminder that we can all play 
a part in devoting ourselves to making the 
world a healthier and more beautiful place. 

f 

HONORING SENIOR MASTER SER-
GEANT BRIAN FORSYTHE FOR 
HIS SERVICE TO OUR GREAT NA-
TION 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 12, 2012 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize United States Air Force Senior Mas-
ter Sergeant Brian Forsythe for his service to 
our great nation. A resident of Florida, SMSgt 
Forsythe has honorably served for 21 years 
and will be retiring in January of 2013. His 
contributions ensure the greatest Air Force in 
the world completes their mission statement to 
fly, fight, and win. . .in air, space, and cyber 
space through the mastery of various positions 
including: Wing Functional Manager, Com-
mand Group Superintendent, and Infrastruc-
ture Section Chief. SMSgt Forsythe graduated 
from the Air Force Airmen Leadership School, 
Air Force Senior Noncommissioned Officer 
Academy, and Southwestern College, among 
others. 

In his 21 years of dedicated service, SMSgt 
Forsythe has displayed both patriotism and 
bravery through his successful deployments in 
Operations Southern Watch, Northern Watch, 
Iraqi Freedom, and Enduring Freedom. As a 
selfless mentor, he has inspired numerous US 
and Allied Airmen earning recognition for indi-
vidual accomplishments. 

His life is a living testament to the courage 
and duty our men and women in the armed 
forces possess, so that freedom and liberty 
may endure. On behalf of Florida’s Sixth Con-
gressional District, I extend my congratulations 
to SMSgt Brian Forsythe on his retirement 
from the United States Air Force. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF AL-
BERT B. RATNER ON THE OCCA-
SION OF HIS 85TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 12, 2012 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Mr. Albert Ratner of Cleveland, Ohio. Mr. 
Ratner celebrates his 85th birthday on Decem-
ber 27 of this year. In celebration of this mile-
stone, his family and friends are honoring him 
on December 26, 2012. 

Albert Ratner was born in 1927 in Cleve-
land, Ohio. He graduated from Cleveland 
Heights High School in 1946 and from Michi-
gan State University in 1951. Due to his ex-
tensive civic, philanthropic and business his-
tory, Albert Ratner also holds an Honorary 
Doctor of Laws Degree from Long Island Uni-
versity and an Honorary Doctor of Engineering 
Degree from Polytechnic University, both in 
Brooklyn, New York. He served in the United 
State Army. Together, he and his wife Faye 
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